
Review  by Matt Mitchell 

The Wadham Players traditionally perform a 

summer open-air show in July two unique lo-

cations. 

 This year they performed performed “Romeo 

and Juliet”  by William Shakespeare. The first 

performance took place on Sunday 16th July 

2006 in the unique surroundings of Barnsbury 

Wood, a scenic urban woodland in the heart 

of Islington, north London. After the first open-

air performance in Islington they took the 

show to the open-air woodland theatre at Wil-

low Cottage, Curtis Mill Green near Staple-

ford Abbotts in Essex for three performances 

the following weekend on Saturday 22nd July 

2006 in the afternoon, again on Saturday 22nd 

July in the evening, and a final performance 

on Sunday 23rd July 2006.  

 The contrast between the two locations is 

very apparent. Barnsbury Wood in Islington is 

a hidden woodland, yet is just yards from the 

shops, traffic, pubs, cafes, restaurants and 

bars of the Caledonian Road, with the easy 

public transport links of the Caledonian Road 

Underground station on the Piccadilly Line, 

Highbury and Islington station on the Victoria 

Line, or Caledonian Road and Barnsbury on 
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the Silverlink North London Line. On the other 

hand, Willow Cottage Open-Air Theatre is far 

more secluded. The theatre is a natural amphi-

theatre cut into a mud bank in 200 acres of 

woodland deep in the Essex countryside. The 

theatre is accessed using country tracks and it 

is about a mile to the nearest tarmacked road. 

Other than the few country pubs and villages a 

few miles away, audiences traditionally bring 

picnics for a day out. However the Wadham 

Players 

tradition-

ally attract 

a large 

and loyal 

audience 

to Willow 

Cottage, 

which by 

all ac-

counts, is 

an en-

chanting 

setting for 

a summer 

show. 

For more on this article and more news, re-

views see our full newsletter 


